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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR : 

When our substSJ:ltial ltpril issue e.pp eared we 
said "this cannot happen again". But it he.a , fo r 
here is No,5 with the same genero us offering , 
moreo ver i t appee .rs t wo months earlier in the ye B;J:. 
Pro gress ! Ye t some of our con t ribut ors turning 
ove r the pe.ges may say "What! No s ign of my art
icle yet? " Vfell, we can only crave their indul
gence. The swindle revela t ions talce up a consider 
able e.count of space, but we are sure it will be 
admitted t hat these must be deal t with whilst th ey 
ar e still ne V1s, That they malce an illumin ating 
st ory , and in p lac es ar e amusing , is undeniab l e; 
you will find the ls .t est dt!'V'elopments in later 
pag e s . 

Now f or !!lore apologies. Ther e were a few errors 
in No.4. These wer e n o doubt due to that misad ve nt
ure of mine durin g thd floods, and a weary hand 
whilst re- writ ing th e copy in the early hours. On 
the last lin e of page 83 our olever young artist 
Mr.Robert Whiter we.a called "Noel", an d 'on page 
90 Mr.Leslie Vospe r ' a surname appe ared as "J a sper" 
ThirdlJ", lower on th e same page referring to Mr. 
,l:fr ed Horsay returning t he surcharged letter t o 
Leic ester, he was made to say "There >ias a strong 
urg e to do business" wheree.s it should have r ea d 
"that was a strange way to do business". ~ humble 
,~pologi cs , you f e llo,,a . And now to t he future . 
~ coll eague sprang 8J:l idea on me th e other 
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d a y . Maurice i s a l ways getting brai n wav e s, and 
t his one mad e me rub my eyes . For it i-1a1:, n othing 
more or lea s t h en a suggestion for a COLLECTORS' 
DIGEST UTNUAL, to be publi shed at the end of the 
yee:r. He , l!loreover, had Home o'f the contents al.
rea dy planned out , lists of authors end e,rti sts, 
'famous oharaoters , a reoord of bo ys papers sd th 
ate.rt-sto p date s, contributions 'fro m t he profess 
ionals we have the good fortune to lmow, etc . etc. 
in 'fact , a veri tebh: Coll.ecto r s' Bibl.e, an,ything 
from 75 t o 1.00 pe.ges , pr ice in the r egion o:f 3s,15d. 

\'/ell, our fr ie nds at th e dupl.icstin g agency 
sag t h ey could tac kl e the job , so the n e xt thin g 
is to ge t YOUR opinion . It 11ould hel. p a 1.ot if al.l 
those in fav-our would s e:y in their next 1.etter "Go 
ahead" accompanied by any ide a.a . I'll se:y no more 
h e re except to repeat th a t the credit for t he pro 
posal. goes entire],y to my 811Cr get, ic c ol.l eagu e ,tho 
presides over the "Bl.ak::l.en a 11 section, and hel.ps a 
good deal with mine . 

Here ' s mor e goo d news •. A. short time ago I rec
eived a bulky pe.oket an d when I s et eyes on its 
c on tents it even made me forget Mr ,Da lton •s · new 
co mmandment " Thou ahe .lt no t Smok e" , whioh had just 
se nt me into a fit of depression. For t he packet 
contai ned several co ntributions from Mr . F . Addi ng to 
Symonds , fi r s t edit or of "The Cb.enpion" - that sen 
sational success when it made its appea rance in 
1.922. One of t he ree i romances of the Street of 
Mventure. One of t hese contributors "Peraonal.itie 
of the PCISt" give s so me del.ight:1'ul.l;y- candid pen 
pic ture s of aut hors and artists you a l.1. know : 
Qwyn Ev llll.S, Coutts Brisbane , A.S.Hard;y, J.H.V al. da ; 
yao. ... 11.1 know the m bette r when y ou he:ve read thl.s 
articl e . It will be a ate.r attraction in No.15. 

Did y ou know The Collec t ors I Di;seat had been 
men t ion ed on the air? Well, it has ! You' 11. s ee 
eomethl.ng about it on anoth er page . We •ve been in 
th e hands of the police, no w the name of our mag . 
is h e ard by mi lli ons . No so bad for a new -c omer ! 
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Final.Jy, we are happy to prese nt e. ne1\' sk etoh 

by Mr.Rob ort Whiter. I oad e a few 1JUggestions to 
him and lo! the ske t ch 11as on ey desk within four 
days. We think he has excelled hil:lself. Old-tio er s 
will hsve no difficulty in recognising th e trio at 
th e top : for th e ben efit of the younge r gene ration 
they r epresent fa:!.th.f'Ul]_y, J ack, Sam and Pete , pop 
u1E\r characters of yesterye EII:'. The others reQ.uirtl 
no exp lEd.n:ing. 

Yours sincer ely , 

-
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

Singl e copies ls . l d post free2 Three copies 
3s.3d post fre e . Six copies 6s.6d post fre e . Post
al Orders to be made paye.ble to H. :r..ckenby, a t 

York, un - orossed. 

\'76NTED: Thrill cr B. Man;v numbers requir ed. Good con 
dffrcin essenti al. Pl eas e st&te price required . John 
W.Gocher , Jun . , Victoria Cottage, Constitution Hil 
Suabur,y' , Suffolk . 
W'NTED: Nos.12,13,14,15 Monst er Library, also M8.g
iie'f""Eo.l672 of 1940 . Must . contain map of Greyfriare 
Jack Cook , 178 Maria Street , Benwell, Newcastle . 
COMIC PAPERS VTAlfTEDb 1890-1914 : Comic Cuts , Ohips 
Funny Cuts , Worlds omic, Funey Wonder, Larks, 
Oomic Home Journal, Big Budget , Halfpenny Comic , 
Coloured Comic , J es t er end Wonder, Butterfly, Puck 
Lot o• Fun. Harris, Oe;y,..ton, Llanrhos Roed, Lla.nd
udno. 
IVANT&D: Boys Comic , Boys of Eng land, Young Lfen of 
~Britain, l!'amily Herald and Supplement, Stev
ens 3d &: 6d Me.gazine of Fiction, Bow Bells , Half
peney- and Penny Misc ellany, London Journal.. '4.. W. 
Lawson, ll , River Str eet , Cle rk enwell, London , 
E.0.1. 
FCR Sg[E: Bundl e of 100 Nelson Lees in Bulk. What 
Offe r s. L.Vospe r, 13 K1.nl.et Rd. London, S.E . 18 . 
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llost of our readers will be fa.milie.r with th e 
work of th.is , our l e.teat, co ntribu tor , F.N . \Vearing. 
His first article for the C.D. concerns a gentle 
mEU'l with a reputF .tion second to none, so we feel 
su:r e you will be interested when Mr . Wearing says : -

A. FE Y{ \FORDS !BOOT SW&ENEY TODD 

Issued in Mid-Victorian day s, probab],y one of 
the most sought f or bloods published in penny 
,1eekJ.y numbers ia "Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street " . Most strange and va;ried are the 
tales concerning Sweeney Todd a nd fro m time to tim 
much discussion had erisen in literary circles as 
to the orig in of the person himself, the stor y s.nd 
play. ls a ms.tter of fact no i;.bso lute record o;l,l 
such a :pc.1:aoTIAgt, o .r r,-,.ime a,ri,. ·te in r,-,.iminFU e;u.nEQ 
A belief that Sweeney Todd was exE,icuted e.t Tyburn 
J.ong rreveiled , but it is apparently uni'oundc.L 
There is a copy of 11S11eeney Todd", a most de1eot a b1 
publicat ion, in the British Museum , end :founded on 
this work there we.a produced a dre.ma a t the Brit 
t2m.ia Theatre by Frederj,ck Hazel ton, th e stock 
,,,riter of "The Old Brit" . It h a s been suggested 
that the le.ta George ~tuu Sala wr ote this penny 
dreadi'ul a.mongst many oth ers that emsnated from 
hia pen in his e&.r],y d!VS· We know , from th e s.ccou 
nta th at are hand ed dO\'ID. to us , there was at le eat 
a substr atum of :fact in th e abso l ute existence of 
a barbe r who dwe lt in Fleet Street and \/hose CE!,1'8e 
W8a not free fro m suspic i on. &a the story go es it 
shows how Sweeney Todd had a shaving ohe,ir fixed 
to a revolving trap whioh had & s:unilar ohair 
attached bene E,th, so that whichever side wee shown 
th e position of the ohr.:ir and its appear!'ln c e were 
the SE\llle. Wheneve r a customer who OE'Jne into the 
shop seemed worth robbing th e bc.rber would indic nt 
to him the fat,, .1 ael'lt, lather his fflOe, end then 
retire under the pretext of fetchin8 his r r>zor , to 
en r djoining room 11here wr.s th e crr.nk r.ctu,,. .ting ~ 
d!BbolicrJ. Eppr.rF:tus . Then suddenly the ohr>;tr ,, ou,ld 
turn hnlf r. someranul.t. hurling the ooou prnt in t o 
r . oell.-r f:ifteen feet cleep, r-nd pnved with shftrp 
(!d~S .• or. ~ - p).cw .. a :Ill, r\ i;,erp_~ ili "11 ~"1' _JJOBi tion. 
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I:f th e :f P.11 clid not kill th e victim outright this 
ngroef' .bl.i Demon Brrber descended r:i.d :finishe,d th d 
job with f", r czo r or "· knife . '£ho bodies w.ir e dis
posed o:f by his co1l.:federr.te , Mrs.Lovitt , 1"1ho kep t 
F pie shop n ext door in Bell Yrrd, close to Temple 
Brr. Populr>r ruzour is supposed to h1:SV<1 suggested 
thRt th e bcrber' s victims 11ere mcde into pies rnd 
se .usr.ges, r>nd this ide n is :fully su.atrinlld in r .t 
lef' .st t\ 10 drl',mf'.s that wer<1 nctuf' .14" per:form<1d on 
the Lon don s tP.ge . The.re l'.'BS one Bsrstick, ;;. :famous 
barber in business in Drury Lane , who supplied nru.ch 
matter to J. T. Smith :for his work ;oThe Ancient To~
ography o:f London" who on:cy, ce.sual:cy, mentions the 
Fleet Street barber , and yet his reference is not 
without a sinister suggestion. He makes special 
mention o:f the women barbers 11ho committed shame 
crimes in Drury Lene in the da y s o:f Charles the I 
Second, and who certain:!¥ robber their victims. 
"Sv,eeney Todd " the dr8!DE. was based upon a story 
called "The String o:f Pearls" whioh ran as a serial 
in Lleyd' s "Peo ple 's Periodical and Fa.mi:cy, Library' 
1846-7 . The :first drama on the subject was written 
by George D . Pitt the a.uthor o:f such live:cy, pieces 
as "The Drunkards Doom" and "Meriann a - the Child 
o:f Charity" , and was rev1ved many ti.r!le s at the 
"Old Brit . " In the tale o:f the " String o:f Pea rls ;; 
which is de:fini te:cy, stated t o have been :founded on 
:fact . 4 sailor , who was kno \ln to possess this 
string o:f gems , which he wore beneath his blouse or 
blue jacket, 11as given 0~1ay by some woman who had I 
seen the pearls . Jack had intended them for his 
sweethei:tt't but he was murdered :for their valu e, and 
this is the real origin o:f the s t ory o:f "Sweeney 
Todd 'L the Demon Barbe r o:f Fleet Street" , issued in 
188} by Charles Fox, 48 penny numbers, with senss .
tional illustrations. 

WANTED: Lists, Pri ces : e arly Dreadnough t s, Boys' 
Friends, and Compl e te old boys ' books. Henry J . H. 
Bartlett, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bri dpor t,Dor
set . 
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The Lat est about the Swindles 

Pearson Sti l l .4.otive ! 

"Carstairs - Merri v ale" Moves to London! 

En ter 
"Gerald St.Clair" and "Hugh Montgomery" 

THE "C .D. " HELPS 4.GA.IN! 

Thi s story.: seems never ending , more oases hav
ing been reported to us, concerning both Pearson 
o:f Le i cester and the roving r e.ckoteer with a flair 
i'cu: BJ.·Li,iLLo il"1!leS, operating in th .i South . There 
is reason to believe, ho wever, t hat they are not 
finding it es lucrative a busine ss e.s they did, 
for this we think th e "C .D . 11 can claim part of the 
cred:i. t . Here is th e reoord of recent events . 

In our last issue ,1e announced br i efly some 
dra.me .tic developments . One conc.irned e. letter we 
had reoeived :from Mr.John Medoro:ft telling us that 
Pearso n wss working th e same racket as l ong ago as 
1933 , and th i:>.t he got three months imprisonment e.s 
a consequence. Then we heard from Mr.T.Satohell 
that he had bean int erviewed by the police for e. 
oouple of hours ooncerning PeE\rson . They knew a 
good deal about this gentleman, so mu.oh so, thc.t 
W (:< would hRV'e thought e.n end wouJ.d hnv-e been put 
to his l a test l'let ivi ti es ere thi s. Ho1ieve r, it may 
be that it is e. ce.s e of their methods being slow 
but sure. Incidental.ly the O.I.D. expre ss ed great 
intere1,1t in our spe o ie.J.. number . 

Ne:rt, we were just in time to state thf\t a we 
lo:iown collector had sent "Merriv€ll.e" £25. We crm 
now :revefll th f'.t this wP,s Mr.Fred Bott omley of 
TottenhF.lll, end we now go on to relate whF.t hn s 
hAppened since No. 4 went to press. 

Just as we were about to mail that issue we 
received a lette r f r om Mr .Bo ttomley saying he had 
rece ived en as surance fr om :Merrival e that rNe-ry-
thing was alright, and . he wouJ.d be receivin g the 
books very sho rtly. Wel l , for Mr. Bot t omley' a sake 
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we hoped he would, even if it put us in an swk?lardl 
position. We were so convinced however , that we had 
made no .mistake, that we did not delay dispatch 
of the oopiea . Here ia the sequel. 

On 15th April, we received another lette r from 
Mr. Bott omley. It started thus : ''You were right . 
1Me= ive.le' is a swindler all right. Have just had 
s letter to him returned by the Poet Oi'fioe endor
sed I Gone 8'//8f!' • 11 

Yes, Merrivsle hsa left Bristol eJ.l right and 
if th e Post Offioe or the police want to know wher 
he proceeded to we oan tell them , sa we shall show! 
in a moment. 

Mr.Bottomley enolosed two letters , one of these 
wsa signed 11Spenoer Merrivsle" - ate.ta d to be the I 
brother of Lancelot . Quite an ariatocra .tic sort of 
family, e.rn•t they? Well , just wait awhile. " Spen
cer" explained that brother "Lancelot " had departed 
for Harrogate to take the waters for his rheumatis f 
just before Mr.Bottomley'a letter arrived . (In pas 
sing II Spencer" spelt Harrogate wi:bh s "uf' just e.e 
did "Lancelot" - perhaps at M~lbrough , or whic h
ever publia sohool they wer e educated they ,~ere 
better at sports than l e'asons). He had been in 
touch ,d th his broth er by 'phone and he could assur e 
Mr.Bottomley that the moment "Lt-.ncelot " r eturned 
th e books would be dispatc hed. He ( Spencer ) lme,, 
they wer e all r eady . Note that subtle r eference to 
Ha=ogate, f8'fourit e resort of ret"i..red colonels , 
wealtey maiden ladies, and t i red busin ess men. All. 
v cr:y convincing and shrewd if you didn't knOVI 
Me=ivale's little games. 

But we say without f ee.r of contradiction th at 
"Lancelot" never went to Hs=ogate, for with th e 
aid of a dif f erent pen- nib , he wr ote that letter 
hilllsel.f. So exit "Spencer" and as a matter of 
fact "Lancelot" also, for on leaving Bristol he 
left his "Lancelot Perciv al. Men-ivale" behind him, 
t oo. 

We will le ave him here to re por t thats little 
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prior to receiving Mr.Bottomley ' a letter we had 
also received one :from Mr. Arthur Harr:l.a, of Lland
udno, owner of that famous collection of e.mateur 
journals , stating t.ha.t he had untortuns.te]y 1118de 
the acqus.in.tanoe of "Mias" Peareon, way baok in 
Februazy , a.nd we.e poorer by £5 in oonsequenoe. It 
was the same ato:r,r except that in hie case the 
departed brother had left a large qUB.nt:ity of 
comics, the papers Mr.Harris had adverj;iaed for. 
"She did not real:cy know much about them. She 1-1e.s 

only a y oung womsn but a friend had told her they 
y;ere really -of value". Mr . Harris, not knowing of 
the other cases at the time , f ound the letter so 
convincing that he parted with his money . Ho11ever, 
he too, h e.a now been interviewed by the p olic e. 

Now comes e.nother dr amatic development. In the 
''Exchange and Mert" for 12th April, there appeared 
t wo advertisements for "Magnets". We had not the 
e,oquaintflnce of either of the advertisers, but we 
thought it just as well to give them a warn1?l8. 
Consequently , a oopy of C.D. No.4, we.a sent to eao 
with a covering letter. Here is the sequel. 

On 15th 4pri1 we received e. letter from Mr.Rea~ 
of Chat.ham , one of the adv ert:l.sers. It started lik~ 
this : "Neve r v,R.s I so gl a d to g<.it a letter as when 
I rec eived yours this morning . " Yes, he had been 
approach ed - with a ve~..no e , for he enclosed some 
l e tters. The now fa mi liar v1ri ting of Pear s on, still 
in a feminin e ro11'l, caught our eye . The au.da.oi ty of 
this cro ok l eaves us br tlathl ess. It would app ear h e 
does not find th<.i racket as 1uorative as h e did 
formerly, for after writi.ng on 3rd April and 7th 
'April , he Hant to the 1clxpens .. of a t e legram on th o 
lo-th urging dispatch of oash at onoe, as Mr .Read 
we.a hesitating. Well, Pearson is still waiting. 

Bu.t that wasn't all. Mr.R ead <.inolosed another 
letter oonoe:r:ning another temptin g offer, signed 
with a n ew name to us, and written from 89 Tal.bot 
Road , London , W.2. on 7th .lprll. We couldn't r e
sist a smile when we reed it for though t he DBmd 
we.a =w the sto:r,r was th e now oh so :famillEU- on e o 
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the •old oak ohest•, :f'ulJ. of Magnets, Gems and 
s . O.Library•s. Oarsta:irs - Merrival e had surpass ed 
hi.mseli, for th e signature we.a now - Ye Gods! - -
Gere.ld St . Olair! Verily he is advanoing in the 
socie.l aoaJ.e. When next we hear of hilll we sh all 
expect to find him in possession of a title , pro 
viding Pat e doesn ' t step in and he b eoomes mere4' 
a number • 

.A.n.v-how, five minutes after receiving Mr. Read's 
letter we were talking to him on the ' phone and he 
soon kne w all about "Gerald St .Olair". Yes , the 
Rav-ins Rsoketeer had departed fro m Bristol a ll 
right. J\y the w8!{ , his collection seems t o be sub
stantiaJ.J.;r reduced, he has now onl,y :?50 Gems an d 
188 S.O.Libs . We wonder where the ot hers have got 
to . 

Well, that's the story - up . to the moment of 
r1ritins. l'Tob abJ.;r 19e shall have a postsoript to 
add . We had hoped to hear of drastic police aotion 
ere this, but sureJ.;r th e.t oennot be long delayed. 
If we do hear of 8lJ3" such developments between 
dispatch of this issue and the pre paring of the 
next we shall be tempted to sen d out anot h er 's peo 
iaJ. c"-"' ar•. 
STOP PRESS: 

Oarstairs-MerriveJ.e-St.OlBir - is now ru,gh 
Montgomery . An amusing repJ.;r he got will nppesx 
in No.6. Look out for it. 

WAN'l!ED: Nel son Lees, lat New Series . Nos.2 0-43 in
clusive. Por Sale : or Exch ange - number of School 
boys Cmn. E.MoPhe rs on, 8 0 Benedict street , Glaston 
bury, Somerset . 

?OR SA.IE: 2d Pl ucks , Vol.l (l - 26) 1922 . Bound. 
ohwis, Vols . Bound , 1913, l 914 & 1915. a oliday ~ a s 
1 923 & 1937, 36 Schoolboys Cmn Lib. between 189 aai.d 
313, Bound Vol. 40 Thrillers . H.Dowler, 86 Hamilton 
Road, Longsight, Manche ster. . I 
!AHm : Aldine Pub s. Turpins, Duvals, eto. Lendt, 
4 !Junee.ton Road , Dagenham , Essex. 



LET'rER BOX; 
\Ve are happy to publish anoth er letter :from 

Fre:nk lliche.rda , with further proof of his vereati 
ality, and keep your eyes on Odhame. 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 
7th .lpril,1 947. 

Me.n.y thanks for y our letter this morning 
with the "Digest", which I hasten to aoknow 
lo dge. It grows better and better: though oer
ts.in.J.y I wa.a very shocked to r ea.d about col 
l eotors oomi.ru1; up eg ainst the underworld. I 
could never hav e dreamed th at ol d G€ma and Mag
nets would h~ive e.ttracted the s.ttention of 
rt ,cke te .. rs. I seem to r emember seein8 in ''Ex
l}hang e and Mnrt" th a t they hfl're n system of 
holdin8 th e stakes , &s it wer e , to ensure fe.:Lr 
~ualing to both sides : so if such purchases 
wer e carried out through the pnper . .JVeryth:l.ng 
waul.d have to be above board. It is rather 
ris ey se.ndin8 money to strangers: though I mu.at 
admit th~t I should not h ave thought of it in 
this oonneotion, but for the article in C.D . 

No, I don't se em to have e:rr:, news , exoept
ing that the "outs" see m to have s lo wed up 
everythin8 everywhere. I hop e to see our old 
fat ~riend 1n May: and I hee~ th at new Toph.ama 
and St.Olive's will soon be ohe z Woolworth; 
while "Pie" , of oourse, goes on for SV'er, but 
ot her things seem to be in a comato s e state -
owing to the ups end down in industry - that 
is, the hold-ups and the slow-downs! One must 
h ope that this business of outting everytb.1.D8 
and everybody will not b e carried to the Ohin 
ese length of "death by a thousand outs" •. 

To t ell th e truth , of late I hBV"e bean giv
ing Rem:l.ngtcm. an occaaional res1. and grllV'i t&
ting to Beohetein. Sometimes I used to write 
songs in the prehistoric days before the lat 
War, end now I am d~1ng with the idea of e.n 
±noureion into Tin Pe.n. .AJ.ley . So inst ead Qf tho 
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ollo k of the type writer, th e air here is often 
filled with oonaecutive fifths and augmented um
pteen the. 

The public have had a narrow escap e of a Bun· 
ter pioture-etrip in a daily paper. The Featur e 
Edi tor oame to see me , and we oame to a happy 
agreement on the subject - when th e A.P. butted 
in and queered the pitch. I wish they would for
get my existence! I should be so happy to forget 
theirs! 

By th e W&l;J, perhaps you may be interested to 
hear tha t I have written a short "Bunter" story 
to go into a collection of short sto ri es to be 
published by OdhElll.B. It is called "Billy Bunter, 
a Booby-Trap" . When th e book will appear ~a 
still on th o knees of the Gode. 

With kind regards , 
Yours sincerely , 

PRANK RICHARDS. 

When we publish ed Mr.R,oger Jenkin'a littl e iten 
"St .Frank's versus the Rest" we rather expeoted a 
lot of protests from "N. L.L." fe;ns , but we can 
trutld'.'uJ.J.;y" state that we did not expect suoh a 
strong reply es that given by Olive Simpson. He 
commences: -

It is difficult to imagine that ?itr.Jen.ld.n's 
article was not writ t en with tongue in cheek delib 
eratel1 to provoke. It would appear th at he has 
read no more than a fe w odd copies of the N.L.L. 
and those eith er v ery early or very late. I vm. 
rath er surprised that the editors of the C.D. ahouJ. 
aJ..l.O\'/ suoh a welter of h£\lf truths to e.ppear in 
the guise of informed opinion. Answering the PJIIJlZ
ing statement that "more thon 90% of N.L . L. stor
ies 1,ere 'teo yEIT:nS" I suggest that ,:,eyone with 
auffioient leisure e:xiindne th e ;oo issues from No. 
4153 (Old series) to No.l.94 (l et New Series) , Of 
th ese I oan find no more then 20 which F.pprox:1.mate 
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to the description "a band o:f crooks", eta. Thus 1 
R.M .J. is within 83% o:f accuracy, about a :fair 
measure o:f his article as a whole . Few have enjoye 
C.H•s . stories more than I but wey must ourrent 1 
Hamil t oniana a:f:fect such a a-aperiori ty over their 
fellows? Wby should St;Frank's stories have been 
based "upon Gre y :friars"? 'r/hat indeed \\!ERE they 
based upon, pure end original. historical r e search 
or inspired genius? Would it 'be heresy to sey tha 
sohool stories were bein g written be:fore the Hamil
ton era ? That th e St.Frank's stories succeeded I 
is obvious :from the N.L.L's . run o:f sixteen years 
and the fact that the S . O. L. was increased by 
another monthly volume to cover st . Frank's re prints . 
"La.ck o:f realis m" Mr.Jenkins ? Think o:f the various 
up-to-date series appearill8 in the N.L.L. dealing 
with archaeology, the. boe .t race, the Teet Matches, 
eto . etc. So Mr.Brooke went to ":fantastic lengths" 
end hie stories had "weak characterisation". These 
aocepted Pacts, as Ur.Jenkins calla them :form sub
ject :for a 1'1.111-dreas debate, and I think sadly o:f 
such writers as H.G . Welle, Julee Verne and Conon 
Doyle being swept into the basement by R . J ,M'e big 
bass broom. 

Perhaps Hand:forth did owe his inception to 
Coker partie.J.:cy, but to say that the fuD,y develo 
ed personal.ity bore e:rzy- reaemblanoe is absurd. 

I Bll8geet that the aeries dealing with Hand
forth at St . Jim' a was a publioi ty stunt on the par 
of the A.P. in an e:f:fort to boost up the sales o:f 
a flagging "Gem" since the 1'.L.L. was, e:t the time 
at it's zenith. 

I shoul.d have thought that C.H• s. work was 
abl e to stand on its mm merits, but Mr , Jenkin'e 
obviouacy has dou bts in his mind else wey try to 
bolster up that author ' a work& by bludgeoning that 
o:f anoth er . I feel that the C.D. should now pub
lish a series o:f articles comparing end oontraat-
1.ng the St.Frank's stori.es wi.th those referred to 
by Mr . Jenkins. Let us thrash out each point thor
ough:cy'. 
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Pleas ,~, Messrs .Bond & Leckenby, do demand a 
more critical standpoint fro ra your contributors , 
and if they wish to be contraveraial, let. them 
give chapte~ and verse. I am not ashamed to sign 
JI\VSeli a loyal "Francisoa:n" of more than 20 years 
atand:uig . Olive Simpson. 
Note: 
~ ~ Owing to lack of available apace Mr.Simpson's 
r ep]y has had to be considerab]y out, but the m 
points of his artic -le are all contained in the 
abave . H.L. 

E .PUl!UID S UNUM 

I am a St.Frank's Fan! 
I read Mr. J en.ld.n' s article "st • . Frank's vers 

the Rest". Now to run true to form I ought to r e
taliate by taking up 11\V :pen and slating this gen
tleman hip and thigh. Well, of course, how utter 
ridiculous. 

Goodness knows I am an ardent admirer of our 
rev er ed Charles Hamilton. As a schoolboy I read 
"The Magnet" "The Popular" "The Gem" and in 
addition "Th~ Sohoolbo y •s ~ Library..; from it's 
inception until it's final demise. 

But I also read, "The Nelson Lee Library" and 
enjoyed that too! Sure]y that's better than being 
prejudiced? · 

It waa, as I have Bl.ready told in "The story 
Paper Colleot.>r" from one particular series of 
"The Nelson Lee" that concerned the activities of 
Ezra Quirke, that I gained the inspiration to llUlk: 
the grade aa professional magician. Amd if Mr.Jen 
kins could se e but once, the hundreds of happy , 
laughing children who often form I1J/f audiences , 
find the same mu.sic in th eir deligh tful chuckles 
when I con ju.re for them, he would agree, I feel 
sure, that I and thousands of others do thus owe 
a debt to .Mr.Edwy Searles Brooks. 
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The readers o:f "The . Magnet" , o:f the "G~m", the 

"Nelson Lee " and all other boys' journals are all 
links in a great Blld binding chain. I visualise 
eaoh of these sections as a link beariz18 it's own 
particular nUlilber , the whole as a great brother 
hood - shall we say "The Fraternity o:f the Id.nks" 
with membership open to all who onoe were readers 
and m1ln/[ appl;rin8 :for the coveted Certificate of 
Enrol.Jllent. 

W'rI3 ! the ·"Colleotor' a Digest" might even become 
the Fraternity's official organ. l 

Yes, enough of this 9'ord crossing . Is there on 
amongst us who will take on a higher and nobler 
task? 

Is the r e ? I )'fonder? 
Les?,,1e Vosper. 

Leslie ' s letter · has had to be cut, too, and 
t here wer e several other indignant comments trom 
loyal. Leeitee , whioh we regret we cannot :find roon 
for. Now its up to you Roger. 

By the way , does a.n.yone know Mr.Brook ' s pres -
ent address? H.L. 

To the Edi tor of the "C. D." 

Dear Sir , 
Mr.Simpson's reply to my letter shows that 

in at least one case he misinterpreted what I 
wrote . I was not co mparin8 Bunter to Falstaff 
ar>.Q. Iago , but said that they were akin in one 
r espeot: naoely - that we do n ot actuaJ.:cy- like 
t hem, though we find the m interesting and admirE 
the sld..ll with which they are depicted. 

In ~estin8 that Mr.Hem:flton is not a gen
ius , Mr.Simpson ie oompletel;r . in error . This 
author• s exceptional. ability to create al.nest 
innumerable characte r s of very varied types 
should ensure a permanent plaoe among the great 
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est in-1 tere in English 11 "'8.1-ature. That , - 1n 
fact , the literln'y ~xpel"t& oay pass hill by al
to gether is due to the faot that moat of hie 
work appear ed· 1n wee]c]y papers - in wh:1oh one 
doos not~ look for great writing . 

I deeoribed Mr.HB.l!l11~on as "the on4r trul3 
(misprinted "true") great ' writer" neElr:cy- eJJ. of 
111hose stori es were intended for yo ,mg r1:1aders. 
Of the authors mention1:1d by Mr.S impson on.J,y 
Lewi s Osrrol is wortey to be .ooopared wit"h ·Mr. 
Hamilton . · 

In oonol.usion, 1 t 1s desirabl e to menti on 
thet rey critioiem is not unbalanoed, e.s l!r.Sim
peon suggests. Much as I adnir e these sohool 
stories, ther1:1 are mBD,y gres:t _;works of e.rt -
not all 11 terary - tha-t hni f giTEm me even 
greater pl. ea sure; euoh as mu.oh of S!UlkeepeElre , 
Wagner• s "Ring" , Mo•Elrt, s Mnai.o, and Jamee 
Jeyoe' s "Ulysses" . 

Yours~ . 
Jo.fin R. Sh89. 

And with Mr.Shaw's rep~, we regret w~ must 
bring this oontrov l:lrsy, st1:1rted by "Pat" , to a 
close. H.L. 

WAln!ED: Oortain e&:rly ~eta, Gems, Pluoke, ee
pooii!ly Ge= Noe.lli,~2, 99 a: 392. Would glP.d:cy

~ or exohe.nge. John R.ShB11, 4 Brunswick Park , 
Oa.cberwell, London, S.E.5. (Le.ta o! Ool.ney- llatoh 
Lane). 
WAHTBD: 19l.4 )le.gnats, espaole.l.:cy- Noa.,,2 , ,,6,,,1. 
<f<nilir excMD8 e Noe. :'29 , 330, "' of 1914. OO'f'arieea 
fair condition. Would pw-ohase. B. Prime, 43 May
field Road, Sanderstead, Surrey. 

J'<Jt SALE: 6 Vol.a.Young EJl&land, 1888-190 0, .Vol.a. 
oap-Ea:ln, 19oa ,1911. Hol14• 1'nnual8 1930 . \7Al!l!BD 
~ts pre-.1929. W.H.Jleate', Yenlook High Street, 
:Burn!dr.m, Bu.oka. . 
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NO MIRA.CJES Em.._OT.ED: F a ir pric e EU.W£WB paid for 
paroeia Sohooi'Soie' Owns, Magnet, GeLl, Lee, Mon
ster, PopulEl.r , Friend, Raalm, GreyfriE>Xe , HersJ.d, 
H • .A.., Young Brits.in, eto. Joseph Baguley, Midd1 e 
Hill, Panailv a, Oornwa:Ll. 
WANTED: .A. Se~ ~lake Bust , if price re a sonable. 
~end.ale, l Vincent Street , Openshaw, Man
chester, ll. 

WANTED: GeJDS Bild Magn ets before 193 0. Populars, 
~ Blake Libraries of Granite Grant and Kes
trel. Girls Friends, Romes an d Readers. Bu.tterf]y, 
Merry &: Bright, Eric Fayne, 23, Grove Road, Sur
bi ton. 
UNION JACKS: The following numbers wanted urgent
ly: 1002,1003 , 1004,1005 , 1007 ,1 009 , 106 1 ,1065,1076 , 
1091,1134,1243,1245,1252, 1292,1294. H. M.Bond, 
10 Erw, Rhiwbins , Cardiff. 

Here is still another new contri bu tor to our 
Paper. His story of how he became acquainted with 
Frank Richards, has those sentime ntal nostalgic 
t ouches a.bout it collectors ' love and make them 
say - "That reminds me of •.•• " Vie hope llir . Oor
bett wil l write f or us again . 

I UNEARTHED A GENIUS 
by Jaok Corbett. 

Like many people who have read the :famous "Mag 
net" a;nd "Gem", also "Popular" pa .para, the tho1,1ght 
of course, often arose in rey mind - who is this 
wri tar ( or writers) that ca :,, give us such a vivid 
humB:n picture of schoolboy life? 

When a b oy of about 15, I often had t h e dream 
of writing to the "Greyfrie.rs" author , but t h ere 
again, the idea that "Frank Riche.rda" wa s not the 
real nllllle of the nvsterious author dBU11ted me; and 
again, sure]¥ so large a oonoern a s the .r.malgamateP. 
:Press muat have thousands of 81}.ch ad.miring lett ers 
which poesibJ.;y neve~ reached the author in person. 



So there it wee, and rather than wr.ite end tr.r to 
get through to someone I great]3" admired end per
haps get no rep]3", I dropped the whole idea. 

Then some ye~s i.ite .r , loll&· after :<t .. had given 
up those happy schoolboy stories, I W!MI um,rapping 
some goods at 1118"' business when · sudden]3"' lllllODgSt 
1;he paper I espied the word "*sne:t"' . Just ime-gine 
JIii" joy at piok:iJ:!8 up a practicall3" new condition 
cow o:f the "Grey:friers" paper be!U"ing the date 
1940 which had been in the bottom ·o:f the box. We · 
were, at this time, about three years into the 2nd 
world war . and how wonderful tom.ow that the old 
"llagnet" was still going strong. GI had yet to 
learn o:f it I s untime'.cy- sudd~ death on 18th Ma, o:f 
that ye-.r) • 

We-11, I oaref'ul.ly put the "~ - in 1113' dealt, a1.c 
that evening took it hQIDS, and, I e.dmi t, rather · 
shaepiahl3" walked into the sitting room with it en~ 
ahawed it to '1113' wi:fe. I explained how .:fill.e were 
these stor:l.es, how .lruman natura · lived like unt'o re1 1 

'lite, and ·where )aye o_oal.d, while enjoying a sto:tT 
;I.earn geo~, :facts about the worl.d, general 
lmowl.edge, .eto; but, at that time, 1l1{f good l.lM\r 
llllil.lfd benevol.entl3" at me as thou8h I had broiJ8ht 
her a cow of "The lj.ainbow" • or · "Hger fim". Yau. ee, 
~ wi:fe was, until then , one of the few peopl.e who 
h'e4 never :reed aboa.t B1113" Ban-te:r, but' oertailll;v 
that oo:w o:f the "K11g1:1et" -.de a big ohan&e in her 
11:te, for ~om that d~ I started to advertiae ~or. 
bllck: .nwabare, ~ ·y~s I ooul.d get, ot both .,:Ui.e 
"Jlagi1et" and the •aem•, i'inal.13" deciding to oan 
oentrate on the -former . 

Jrow this expl.rmatian of how the "Magnet " oallie o 
to lll8 in l.ater years makes the keynote of this · 
a.:rt;iol.e, for, with greater force than ever, the oli 
ckeire to get a word of -thanks to the author of 
11113" Ban-ter re~ed :to me, By this time 'II'¥ • • . 
advertise~ta had met w1 th mu.ch sucoeee, azld ni,
"1:f• and I e.at round the .fire reading :Bil.13", Banter 
with lllbre than oonten-tmant and :l:ntere .et . . • . ., · .. ... ·. • ' I • ,• • • ' • • • . ~ 
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Around this time . I learned that in some .mag

azine a letter had b~en written regardin g some .m.e.t
te~ and signed by the author o:f Bil.ly Bunter, but , 
alas, no proper address was given , on)¥ Kingsgate, 
Kent (thi s in:formation was given by our overseas 
pal. W.H.~der) , and yague thou&l h it wee I pezmed 
o:f:f a oare:ful.JJr tho1J&ht out letter and hoped :for 
the beat. Some two weeks lat e r my wife reoeived 
:from the postms.n in a nonohe.lsnt mi.nner a letter 
besr:ing my ne.me in (whet has since beoome very fam 
iliar) purple type. 

With Billy Bunter , just at that moment, :far 
from my thoughts , the latt er was opened , and, at 
the :foot of e. nee .t)¥ typed letter, ws.s the hend
wri tten signe .tur e · of "Fra:nk Richards". F or some 
:fe w seconds I was quite speechle as , and then exci t
ad)¥ called my wife to -1ook ; w~ real)¥ :found it 
quite dif:ficuJ.t to believe , but slow)¥ the truth of 
the latter was apparent , an d in a friend]¥ human 
way I learned o:f the blow our author :friend hBd 
au:ffered , and to whet e,n extent the sudden suspen
sio n of the "Magnet" had affected him. One phrase 
in this letter atanda out very vivid]¥ in my mind 
when he refers to the "poor old'Me.gnet~ and it's -
humble author " • Poor old ' Magnet ' end it ' s humble 
author indeed! Su.re]¥ there is no oollector in 
this world who wou1d say e.nythin g but the grand olc 
'Me.gnat• end it's wond erful. su.thor. 

The oordial. imri tation to ask aey quest ions I 
liked was extended to me, and the weloo me words 
made one glo w with a :feel ing of pr:lde, that gare 
e. greater realism to thos e wonderful "Grey:friars" 
yarne in real.ia:ing t hat e:fter all Frank Riche.rd.a 
we.a still with ua , and o~ too eager to heer from 
readers. 

Needless to say , very soon a:fter I wrot e again , 
e.nd learned many of the secrets, including th e 
origin of th e great Arthur Augustus D ' 11:rey, the 
origin o:t Bil]¥ Bunter's postal order, 1111d ho w the 
pioture of "Grey:friara" was first inspired (by th e 
way , those who possess baok number~ of our compBJl-
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ion :paper the S.P.C. I woul4 re:Cer thu to ~ t.rt
iole •hllnlc Biobarda - the :fo1Ulder of 'Qre;y:triare • 
together witli • po•, 1n the special "Grey:triare" 
Jmllber). ·so.a tfltl a.,,a later I wrote 11114 told tlw 
good_. to Jfr.Cleader , and waa he thrilled ! 

I th1ak that ;eveeyona who hae.Td tut J'rel1k 
B:1.oharde wae • eti.ll in the l.lln4 • :fel1. the eame, 
that greater real.:lam and interest 1JUrrounded their 
:tavaurlte hobby, mowing the gen:itz8 who inspired 
it was not 1naocesa1ble, aa ·so 11111:a:, su.thora are. 

Returning to our overseas collector, Jlr.Ge.nder 
of course, contacted Bi.J.l,y Bunter's author , and 
also learned 1111oh. fhe:n, I belie'l'e, oth er well 
kno ,'lll oolleotore, inclu.di.ng lb.'. ,l obn Shaw, !Ir . Leok
enbf, etc., eagerly expressed their praise end oon 
gratul.ations to the "Oreyfriare" founder , end one 
e.nd all had pet queet1ona to ask, ·wt11ch were all 
snswered 1n a :tri endl;r, kindly, and appreciative .... . 

file _.ell9WI real.1eation that read ers letter1 
were so welcome to so great a lllllll. is still the 
golden thought to those who have ·written to our 
lit~ friand. How JIIIZ\Y 1888 great ai.thors ilnd 
ertirts have nwer deigned to llll18Wer, or bother 
with, the hl:ullble reader? Thia is the thing we ap
J)reoiate - th.et the mRSO?l.U. pereoual.1 v o'!· l'ranlc 
B..iohards reaches us, not ;ju.et :trom an agent or 
seoretary, bllt 'from the great 1111111 h1.mae1'!. SUrely 
a golden treasure to all "Magnet" readers. 

So that, av friands, was, I believe, how we 
tirst hesrd ot a great man. OL oouree, 1nd1v1<!ual 
readers, ewer a period o:t years, have no doa.bt 
written to J'rank Richards, ba.t I be-llwe that' eino• 
1940 we bave had the oa.rta1n li't'ted on what was 
be'!ore a avthioal, ~'!t leg~ :figure, of whom 
little was Jmoim. ~ 

So there is :fate - 1111 old OOJilJ' o:f the •11egnet" 
coming to 11& 1n a box llDed wi.th paolc:IJ:I&, a chlm.oe 
l.etwr in a journal, and a "shot 1n th11 dar-Jc" to 
what Nell84 to be DO ptopar &41!raea, end to be reo 



eived by whom? 
So let me say eEl.l'11estly, thanks Mr. Gander fo r 

t hat ohanoe address, thanks for being a factor in 
unearthing - from an accumul~tion of modesty and 
r etire~ent, a genius , who oreat~d not just a aeri e~ 
of sohoolboy papers over long years, but who oreat-
ed an era 1n this life. 

We regret that owing to pressure o~ epaoe, we 
have been obliged to hold over the continuation of 
both "tuthors and Their Pen Names" and "ildine 
Diok Turpin Titles" until the next issue. 

FORTHCOMING ATTR.t.CTIONS: 
Personalities of the Paet : by F • Addington Symonds 
Sentiment in Schoolboy Fiction : by Tom Armitage 
The Shylock of Greyfriars : : by Roger Jenkins 
The Boye' Standard : : : : : by Henry Steel 
The Ciroulation r.t,atery : : : : by Erio Fayne 
Authors and Artiste I Disliked : by R.A . H.Goodyaar 
Those were the Daye : : : : : : by F . W.Webb 
Off the Beaten Traok: : : : by Roger J enkins 
Mastere of Greyfriare : : : : by T. \'l.Puokrin 

lQOTNOTE : 

One suggestion fo r the Annual is that we ehoulc 
hav e a list of bona fide oollectors. What do you 
t hink to the idea. 

Would intending advertise rs send their copy 
f or No.6 as early as possib l e, please . 

- ·-· ·-- -- ---·--- ·· 
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B!..AKIANA 

• Section of the C.D. devoted to Sexton Blake • 
.ll1. letters, articles , etc. to be addressed to 
H.IILBond, 10 Erw· .Wen, Rlrl.wbina, Caritf.rf. 

'!!HE RaJND T.A.BIE: 

The titl.e of this feature wil l be 1Jllmediately 
familiar to all old readers of THE UNION J~OK for 
it was under this heading the .t the Editor of that 
uear ol.d paper used to chat to his readers. I 
~ought that it woul.d be a good idea to revive thi 
feature in "Bl.e.ld.ana" and am sure that it will 
meet with the approval. o:f all readers. In additior 
to '111/l discuasing current topics of interest in t]lj s 
new "Round Tabl.e" I shall. frequently refer to iteDs 
of interest that once appeared in it's predecessoi 
,uid if any reader can help out by forwa.rding me 
interesting tit-bits relating to Blake hi st ory , 
I shal.l be delighted to consider the m for inclus
ion in :f'u.ture numbers. 

Well, :fellow Blake lovers , this month we hSV"e 
a very important subject to deal with. I refer to 
the reoent f:re:uds which hsve been res ponsible for 
depleting the finanoes of several of our rea ders . 
Most of yau. now know the whole story , as printed 
in our special nun:her (No.;a) and also No.4, but 
we feel. rather proud that our little pa.per hes 
fol l owed in the steps of the master detectiTe. As 
Blake has e.J.we,ys been determined to curb the act
iv:i.ties of the big time orook so are we determinec 
that members of the coll ecting fraternity should 1 e 
safeguarded against the birds of prey (f or so t~ey 
are) responsibl. e for bolstering up the hopes and 
8.lld then taking money under fal.se pretences. When 
I first heard that the C.I .D. had seen the C. D. 
I was QUiie elated and thought that it might re
sul.t in a bit of welcome publ.ioity for our paper. 
Well, it might be so yet! For there is no doubt 
that we have been responsible in no small. degre e 
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for the curbing of the activities of these rogues 
and I trust that all my readers will take warning 
from the experiences of others. A vast st eak of 
U. J •s . or S . B.L's. is a rare thing these da.ys. 
Think twice before parting wit h a peney. In ot her 
words, resist temptation unti l you KNOW with whom 
you are dee.ling. 

Look:!.ng through UNION JACK No. ll55 dated 28th 
lfovember , 1925, I se .w, on pa e e 8, a little inset 
that intrigued me considerab.i,y. It is the only 
example of its kind th at I have seen in a Blake 
publication a.~d it set me wondering if it was suc
cess:fu.1.. It was headed ALLAN McDONALD and went on 
"who is a reader of this pa .per and who left his 
home at Marshall Street, Edinburgh, in .August last , 
is earnestly re quested to communicate with his 
parents, to who~ his disa ppearance has ca used mu.oh 
e.nxiety ; or wi t'h Scotland Yard or any Police Stat 
ion" . At ~hat time -~he TINTON .TAOK we.s enjoying 
.1 a.1:g"' <>iroulation and the parents of Mr. ( or master) 
McDonald evidently -thought that their son was suf
ficiently interested in Sexton Blake to ensure the 
he would not miss his weekcy paper and we.a thus 
bound to see the announcement. It will never be 
known whether or not this single " agoey" ad . was 
11. success , but in a wag it is a tribute to the pop 
ulari ty of II the man from Baker Street". 

It is well known that Gilbe r t Chester was the 
creator of Gilbert end ·cEileen Hale e.nd that /,ndrew 
Murrey ga<re us the formidable Professor Kew. Yet, 
in several instances , these characters appeared in 
the same st ory-, notably in "The Adventure of the 
Railwey Raiders" in UNIO!f JAOK l,o.ll88 dated 24th 
Jule , 1926. J..:re we to suppose that Kaw \"/SB borrow 
by Chester (or vice versa by Murrey in rage.rd to 
the Hales) or are we to have yet anothe r theory 
squashed? A.fter all , there are ma.oy who only rec
ently found out that Plummer was NOT a G.H. Teed 
creation and it is qui t e possible that yet enothar 
error has been made in that gigantic jig sa w puzzl 
which chare.oterises the saga of Sexton Bl ake. 
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As this issue goes to press I glanoe through 
the new (Maroh) numbers of the S.B . L. Pnd see that 
John Hunter has returned again , this time to turn 
Tinker into a perfeot specimen of the "spiv". And 
my word! that young assistan t cf Bla ke's has oert
ainJy acquired a taste for the liquor ! We trust 
that the latest Lewis Jackson nove l which aocompan 
ies the Hunter story , is not goin g to cause the 
critics to bridle again! May we ask, where is 
Warwick Jardine who v,as promised as a possible 
return some tim e ago? 

Cheerio for now. 
H. M. BOND. 

One more member of the Sexton Bla ke Club joins 
our li st of contributors with his informativ e art 
icle on the once popular Waldo . Mr.Dolphin also 
compiled the Cross - word on another page , a good 
start indeed. 

"FIRST APPEARANCE" No. 1 RUPERT • ALDO 

by: Rex Dolphin 
The idea of this series is to trace the "birth h 

of some well - known Blake character , describe the 
actual story in which he made his f i rst appearance 
and to study the changes that later took place in 
him - in some oases quite startling ohanges. Still 
it is said that the oharact er who "dev-elo po" · is a 
liv e character, not just a puppet. Sexton Blake 
hims elf, for instance. 

I have sug ge sted to th e Editor that s:ny r eader 
who has t he neo essary fi rst story featuring en:, 
popular character should be invit ed to join in thi~ 
series , Por myself, I'm starting the ball rolling 
with:-

ROPERT WALDO. THE VfDmIBR- M.lN 

Waldo made his first bow in the Christmas No. 
of the Union Jack for 1918, No.794, dated 28th Dec 
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Tb.is was a pink-cove red issue , priced at l id , con- I 
taining 1n pag es of close prin t on rough wartim e 
qua li ty paper . Blake re e.der s had thei r troubles even 
in those days, but e.t le ast Worl d War I never halt ed 
Bl ake 's week]y a.dve ntures ! 

The cove r v;as by Art hur Jones, and bore illus
trations of four episodes from the story , which was 
entitled simp l e, "Weldo , The ~!onder-lA6JJ. ". We see 
immediately the .t ,1e are in fo r a circus story. Yes , 
Vlaldo was aotuall,y e. circus strong-man ! - a faot 
that h asn't been mentioned much by Mr.Brooks in 
late r s to ries. 

Now for th e story itself, su pp ose dl,y rela .ted 
by Tinker. Sex-ton Blake, having j u st comp le ted an 
investi gation in rural Sussex, has e lon g wait for 
a train home, and spends t h.i s time y e.ming wi th the 
local Superintendent of Polioe, while Tinker end 
th e Super 'e children g o to the circ us. 

Tinke r describ es various turns on the bi ll , in 
eluding Osiris , the conjurer, Bt hel Hsnwell , a lacy 
perfor i:ter, and .. • "Waldo, the \'/onder-ms:n . I serious 
:cy thought of su gg esting that we go ho me, because 
this chap was r eall,y the strong man o:f the cir cus 
end I nev er care much for that sort of exhib ition. 
But the last turn was DurEm.d t he tre.mp cyclis t , and 
I wan ted to see him. Furthermo r e, I soon found that l 
Wal do was like ev eryboey else in this first-olass 
circus - quite above t he .. a.ve r B.ge . He wasn't a br awny 
individual with ~e lllllBCles and a. chest like Her cu
l es . Vlh,m he :fi r st came in to t11.e ring I though t there 
was some mis take , for Valdo turned out to b e qui t o 
slim an d not an inch above the average height." 

Wal do does his stuff , and Tinke r takes up th e 
ah allenge to prove that the weights are :faked - bu.t 
simpl,y succeeds in proving himself as ass . 

Then - Durand the trick cy cli st is found dead 
:1n his t ent , s ho t with a p oiso ned &:rrow I 

Pletcher, alias Oririe, t he con jur er, is sus
pect e d. The ev i de noe is heavy, End h e is known to 
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have quarrelled with Durand over Miss Han.well . He i s 
is arr es t ed. I 

Tinker ge ts Blake to lo ok into the ca se. No neell. 
to go cloael,y into the pl.ot. Blake final.1,y proves I 
Fletch er innoc en t and Wal.do guilty. Waldo h as faked! 
th e evidence against Fl etche r . Dursnd hEls been ble.ck
mail.ing W&ldo, who is actual.1,y en es ca ped coll'Tict j 
n&!Iled William Wal dron end has been serving ten 
yee.rs :for burglsry \,i th V"1 olence . His history cc.n
not be traced e:ny furth er back thElll that. 

They arrest Waldo in his caravan , but he break 
his handouf:fs and hurls an oil-stove at Blake, set 
ting the caravan on :fire. They think he he.a perishe d 
but, badl,y burnt , he gets away and jumps a goods 
train . Finall,y after a rather unnecesasry episode 
bringing in Nelson Lee , Nipper and the boys o:f St . 
Franks• , Wal.do :Is hrought to bay, wounded, burnt, 
but f eel.ing no pain . 

Mr. Brooks defends himsel.:f by quoting an ertrao 
from th e Lancet describing the case o:f a man who 
could :feel. no pain , cold, nor heat . So the Lanoet 
may actual.1,y be responaibl.e for the birth o:f Waldo! 

·.(In later stories , lo gicall,y enQU8h , h e is 
shown he.ndl.ing heavy electrio e.l voltages without 
harm ) . 

The tail piece oomes when Blake lee.ma l.ster 
that Waldo has escaped. He receive s this l.ett er :-

"Did you think that I would remain in ousto(\v? 
I have you to thank for my present position, and 
I shall remembe r it. Now that I em up against the 
pol.ice - the enem;v o:f al.l. man - I intend to st ar t 
e. campaign o:f crim e • • • :But m;v :fir s t effort , Mr. 
Sexton Blake, will be t o get even with you . " 

Sexton Bl.aka oommenta : -

"Hang i t all, Tinke r , th e man ' s an audacious 
rasca l ! I oan ' t he l.p having a sne~ admi r ation 
:for him , But he's a oold-blooded scoundrel. end he 
will e.asur edl,y end his existence on the gallow s. " 
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But tb.e story in which \la ldo hangs has never 
been writt en and never will be. In le.tar stories, 
We.ldo 'a villaiey was aomewhe .t watered down , and on 
oocagi ons he even beoame Blake's al..ly . 

But deapi.te all the "Robin Hood" atmosphere 
eurroundiq , the Wonder-Man , we have to reme:o.ber that 
he 1U1e a ~ , and that , worse , he framed an 
innocent IIIIID' i"o'i- .lllllrder. For ,vhere :fictional ori.me 
ethics do sometimes excus e murder , th a t cr:l.m.e is 
uni'orgiv eble. 

I VISIT Bliill ll S'l'RE<:T 
by H.M .B. 

No.J.. Part 3. 
I aw.led. ''Yee", I replied, "you c erta:in.4r have 

as a mattar o:f fact it ws.a onl,y r e cently that I 
r c;ad th e ,;hole satire. seri es throu@l :for the third 
time, &nd &s I did ao I co uld not help but :feel 
t ha t he 1t&s the most . ~eroua ms.n yo u hB.d ev er had 
to b&ttle with". 

11.ind yet" st'l:id Blake , "he hBd sev er ru. opportu.
nitiee to pu t sn enc'. to my c&reer , but r ~ther thllll 
do so directly he a lw ay s ev ol ved some means o:f slO\i 
death. Fortune,taly wi th the help o:f Ti.nktlr and In 
spe ctor Coutts I man,. ,ged e,l1-1sys to tlSC~p e the end 

h i.l had inten d ed :for mu" .· 

"You had some very narrO\V escapes 13J:\Yhow" I 
ans,1er ed, "tell me Mr.Bla.ke, hav e you E:rzy idea o:f 
the nUlllber o:f times you hav e escaped :from su.ch dev
ilish plans :for y our dtlf<th ? I ask this b e osuee it 
haa been BElid that you, E'.nd Tinker :for th e t m&ttex- , 
hBV<;l been kno cke d on the he ad, gflgged, bound, etnd 
be en in vfa'ioua tight corners :far too mF.dly times 
:for credul.i ty". 

Sexton Bl ake stu:f:fed .more tob,.cco int o his pip e 

.and g8V'e me a rathe r curious look . 

"Th at" he said "is what I was ref erring to wheIJ 
I said that some of the authors had bols ter ed up 

~------ ----- ·-- ·-- . - -
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some of my adve ntures in orde r to thrill their 
r eade rs . I must oonfeee th at Tinker F..nd I have bee 
in ve-ry many tight corners , but th er e have been in 
numere.bl e cea e e of ohroniolere describing such si t 
uatione in a way hard],y compat ible wit h th e trut h" . 

"Does that mean that some of those situation s 
you found yourself in during the SB.tiTa oe.se were 
untru e?" I asked. 

"Well, yea and no" repli ed Blake, "you see Se.t 
ir a DI D pl an to kill both of us in e. truJ,;r devi lis 
way , but I am afraid t hat author Robert Murra y 
rather overdid things when describing th em to hie 
r eaders . Take the t ime when Coutts , Tinke r and my
self wer e supposed t o be burned to dea th in the 
village police sta tion. The eto-ry tol d the r eader 
that Satire stretched a cloth ewer t he top of a 
bucket of petrol and s et th e stub of a li ghted can
del in the centre so that •1hen th e candle burnt to 
ite end th e cloth would catoh fire and fall into 
th e spirit , oeusing en immedi ate explo sion. Whet 
actueJ.],y happened is rat he r different . Sat ir a and 
hie e.ccomplicce pour ed pet ro l over eve-rything they 
coul d find that was lik ely to ignite quiokly , and 
ju st set alight t o th e building befor e their hurritid 
depa.rtu.r c". I 

"H'm, that's very int er estin8" I said , "but 
sux e],y such a thin g woul d hav e been even mor e dan ger 
ous for t he thr oe of y r:,u .setiing t hat yr:,u did not 
hav e so much tim e in whioh to esoa pe from the sit
uation?" 

".lh, y es " exole.imed Bla.ke "but if yau had re &d 
th e sto-ry corr eot],y yau. would know th at we did not 
aotual],y es cape ourselves but wer e r eleased by 
polic e offio ers almost i.mmediete],y after Satir u en 
his g~ had l eft th e bui lding . In fact, they ooul 
hard],y hav e been out of sigh t". 

"Tru.e" I agreed, nodding my head "and I think 
und ers tand what you mean by 'bolstering' n ow." 

Blll.ke appli ed e matc h to his briar. "Good" he 
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said "but answering y our question r.s to how m1c.ny 
tight corners Tinker e.nd I hsd been in - well, I I m 
a f r aid I've lost count, there have cer t ain]y been 
m€tlly" • 

At that moment there came ~-· t'ap on the door of 
the consulting room . 

"Come in " called Blake, glancing towards the 
doo r . 1'\' heart gave another leap. 

"This mu.st be · Tinke r , 11 I thought, and e.s the 
d oo r opened I could see that I was right . 

Blake 1·s young ~as Ai sts.nt app e ared much older 
than I had imagined him to be, and yet .there was a 
cer t ain boy i shness about his features that indic a ted 
that he was quite . a y~g man , s ay a.bout twenty-two. 

"Hullo girr I n or' t grf'.ete ·d Tinker, and then , on 
seeing me se ,t opposi t e hia maste r , 11 Oh! I hope ] { m 
not butting in ". 

"Not at a.11 11. I s~d, 11I am onJy . , • 11 

"This is Mr,Bond 11 in terrup t ed Blake , "He is sn 
ana t eur ed i tor , or ratner the part editor of an 
e.ma.te ur magazine. 11 

• 

11 Oh, ye s , 11 exc l aime a..._Tinker , "t h a t ' s jolly in
t e r esting Mr.Bon d , I'm a b i t inte r e s ted in amateur 
p ape r s Jey'Sel:f. 11 

"Are you r eally" I , said, "but I wonde r if C0R 
ty pe of magazine is YOUR type?" 

"Doesn' t me.t te r about type" replied Tinke r , 
" i t s t he pro duction of the thing I I m interested in " 

" Oh well" I said , "Our s i s onJy e. duplio a17ed 
effo rt yau know, hardl;v what one could oall brill 
i. ~ t , but fuJ.l of good s tuff". (Con t d.) 

SEXTON BLAEE CROSSWORD: By Rex Dolphin 

.A.cr oss: 2 & 12. As Wel sh a s his nsme. 5. Satira 
was Lord of The -- Men . 7. Bl oke ' s o l osest r ivo.1.. 
Q. Coutts is F-. member of i t. 10. Gir l enell\'{ &. aJ..J.y. 
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ll. Familiar signatur e of the artist. 13 . ~s oci ate 
of 25 down. 14.Pedro, for instanc e . 16 . Reverse 21 
across. 17. One of the Stu.arts. 20 . .Andrew or Rob
ert? 21. Initials of the Na111111Vth girl. 22 . The man 
himself. 27. Sometill1ea used by Kestrel. 28 . The - 
Hove". 29. Muri e l was her name. 30 . Initials of a 
Hunter. 

Down: 1. He wrote abaut - 'the veldt. ( Christian n ame) 
;:-Toi tiale of a love]j' 1ac\v. 4. Tinker ' e sweet- I 
h eart. 6 . Hie plural is a f8.lllDU8 .Anthon;v. 7. Blaok 
creation of Hayter•e, featured by 1 down. 8 . .Anoth
er black oharaoter, this tuie Teed'e. ll.What a:l 
Blake stories must do. 15. Richard is hie name. 
17. ~e' initials, leas at.. 18. Zenith's fait 
servant. 19 . Cre ed. 20. Evans' Invisibl e u.an. 23. 
Count BoneJ.li. 24. Rev ers ed initials of Brandon. 
25. Notorious professor. 26 . Behead 1 down. 

UP AND DOING: 

Do y ou list en to this B.B.C. pro gramme? If 
you. do you may have heard of your "up & doing" mag 



Salutat:ions to 

"THE GIRL FR<Jt QUAKER STREET" 

We hav e just been introduced to a new sleuth. 
As can be ascertained :from th e abov e heading this 
n ew solve r o:f crim es is a woman an d sh e i s the 
creation of a membe r o:f th e S.B. c ircl e ·.1ho wi sh es 
t o :r emain anonymous. Her llB.llle? A rath e r stran ge 
one but reminisc en t o:f another old :f:riimd , for it 
is ~lil ock Oh!ns. This sophi s tica te d youn g l ady 
detective is app e aring in a ae ri es o:f i ll us tra tions 
1n th 1; new modE,rn ms.ga r.ine "WIT" and '.'Ii th he r lo n g 
c i g ar e tte ho lder an d somewhat chic dress ing gown 
s he promises to gi ve us a.a mu.oh amuseme n t in he r 
way as does Je.ne o:f "The. Daily lli.rror". 

"WIT" also oontaillB 'l.oJ:l8 detective stori es 
f lalaturing a new pair, Rax Di mond and Sal.:cy- Duxt c r, 
a.nd >ie can a ssure you th111,t you Hill find th em quit e 
fascin a ting. The illus~tions in this n ew uagaz in e 
remin d us VE,ry DDJ.Oh o:f our old :friend, :l rio R . 
Parker, Eln.d we :feel bound to oongratule .t e th e art
ist upon some reaJ.4 excellent work . 

Mayb e you will think it strange :for us to J:?,Jr! 

tion a new Maga:i:ine in the pe.ge s o:f an amateur 
devot e d to o ld bo y s pap ers, but se e ing thEt it' a 
bi:rth is partly due to one 11hose love o:f dear old 
Blak e is un do u bt e d, we :felt that it was the right 
thing to do, and it re a J.l;v IS a fine little mag. 

Subscriptions for "WIT" 4s. l'id for :four issues, 
should be address ed to ECnlVBiza:rreeque , or 14,ll'i 
Ilu.dgate Hill, London, ~ ,0, 4. (Mention C. D. \{hen 
do so) . 

Contd. fro m Page 145: 

The Collectors ' Digest on th e a1:r. A recent "Hobby 
Horse" section of this programme introduc e d by rad :, 
star C.DenJ.er Warren and fe a turing a lso Oharl es 
Hsw-try EU'ld Jock McLaren we.a devoted to a disousai 
on "p d:reP..d:ful.s", f1nd th e "O. D. 11 e.mongst othe r , 


